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FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST. 

Christians of all sects, consider themselves as 
the followers of Jesus ; and it would perhaps 
be an improvement in christianity, were all 
pretendere to manifest by their conduct, rather 
than by their words, that they are, in very deed 
the sincere {Sllowers ofhim whose virtues are 
venerated even by his enemies. Those who 
are in reality the followers of Christ, are such 
as take a share in the revilings which he en- 
dured, and practise those divine precepts which 
he uttered, and which were uniformly exempli- 
fied by his conduct. Such were the primitive 
disciples of Christ. They heroically encoun- 
tered the oppositior of a sensorious and ungod- 
ly priesthood, fearlessly avowed their belief in 
truth, and courageously assailed the errors of 
the people. They abandoned their former per- 
Suits, and egtered upon the arduous duties as- 
signed then without the fear of any unpleasant 
consequences, or the hope of any other reward 
than that which is found “ in keeping the com- 
mandments.” They sought for no worldly hon- 
ors or earthly emoluments. And.if some for a 
moment indulged the idea of being greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven, a timely reproof from 
their Master quelled the wicked expectation, and 
brought down théir lofty feelingsto a level with 
the most humble. In the history of their lives 
we discover the portrait of humility. To afirm 
and unshaken resolution to forsake the foolish 
and live, was added an humble confidence in 
the protection of God. and the aid of his Son. 

But in this age of religious degeneracy, how 
different are the motives of professing christians, 
from those which predominated in the hearts of 
that ancient landof worthies. Then, christians 
were humble, meek, and of contrite hearts,— 
then they were willing to forego the pleasures of 
sensual gratification, the honors of men, and the 
pride-nursing applause of the great ; and were 
willing to labor and suffer reproach, to travel 
without money or scrip, gnd to, be clothed in 
sheepskins and goatskins for the sake of him 
who had not a place wherein’ to lay his head! 
But now, those who pretend to be most devoted 
to the interests of Zion are governed by motives 
quite different from those just considered. ° A 
few are deserving of particular notice. 

Some take upon themselves the name of 
Christ, apparently with a view to gain the ap- 
plauseof men. We would not be uncharitable 
orsevere. But we shall not be censured by the 
candid reader for maintaining this proposition ; 
for it would be strange indeed, were there not 
some among the, number of those who style 


themselves the followers of Jesus, whose lead- 
ing motive is to gain the applause of their fel- 
low men. If we give the reigns to conjecture, 
we may easily imagine that sume of this discrip- 
tion are to be found in the foremost ranks of 
nominal christians. They doubtless are sin- 
cere. The object which they have im view, 
appears to them, to justify their conduct, and 
they pursue it with the utmost avidity. It is 
not the intrinsic excellence of the Redeemer, 
nor the glory of his name, nor the welfare of 
his cause that leads them on ; for they have not 
inqu:red into these matters.. But probably the 
language of their hearts amounts to this :—“ We 
behold a moving among the people, all classes 
repair to the standard of the cross ;—the rich, 
the honorable, the wise, tie simple, the aged 
and the young, are engaged in what they call re- 
ligian, and if we stay at home, or refuse to‘ go 
and do likewise,’ our, reputation may be sullted, 
our honor tarnished, or our glory defaeed ! 

There are other’ who appear to follow Christ 
with a view tobenefit themselves in pecuniary 
matters. Such uniformly grovp with the most 
wealthy and respectable. They are always to 
be found in that flock which is distinguished by 
the choicest plumage. They will bedeck them- 
selves in ornaments of righteousness, and with 
the real chiistian’s characteristic meekness, say 
ever prayers with solemn grimace, shed tears 
of affected penitence, and worship with devout 
hypocricy. Should they be asked a reason for 
their pretended hopes and fears, an answer of 
some sort might be given with unequalled sanc- 
tity. But of one grand object they never lose 
sight. Gain is the everlasting impulse that pro- 
pels them onward. To effect their daviing 
purpose all the externals of religion are observ- 
ed with unexampled exactness. Nothing of 
this kind is neglected. And such would have 
us suppose, that the “ outward appearance” 
should first of all receive attention ; for unless 
something of this kind should be done, the won- 
dering world would never discover their pre- 
eminent piety. 

Others fo!iow Christ by espousing his canse 
under the banner of some particular creed or 
party, because the majority do so. They nei- 
ther stop toexamine the object in view, nor 
consider the motives of those with whom they 
go, bat content themselves with the belief, that 
the former is religion, and the latter orthodoxy, 
they make it their business to feel as others feel, 
to think as others think,to talk as others talk, 
to pray a3 others pray, and to be as others are. 





‘They hear the name of Jesus often and. devout- 
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ly repeated, and assume it, and otitwardly be- 
‘come his followers, without knowing for them- 
selves, whether he iva man or aGod. Perhaps 
the thought strikes the mind that their fathers, 
and mothers, and friends, and relatives, have 
adopted thesame cause; andit may be consid- 
ered a furtunate circumstance indeed, if they 
ever pause to consider their latter end, till like 
a thiefin the night itsteals upon them. 

Having thus briefly hinted at the improper 
Motives of some who are professedly followers 
of Christ, it may be well fur the reader to com- 
pare the motives of all who name the name of 
Christ with those which unquestionably govern- 
et the eminent disciples of our Lord in the ear- 
ly ages of christianity. Their conduct is ack- 
nowledged to be the standard, by which we are 
to judge of our own; and whtever does not 
bear the impress of that divine humility, which 
was conspicuous in their lives, should be speedi- 
ly rejected as antichristian, and worthy of our 
warmest disapprobation. oe 

We too often hear it inculcated, even from 
the desk, that religion consists in faith and re- 
pentance, which, we are told, will serve to sup- 
ply the moral defects in our walk and conver- 
sation ; that substituted righteousness will hide 
the deformity of our guilt, that devotion to the 
interests of some particular sgct will hereafter 
enhance our glory and happiness ; but sincerity 
and humility should shine in the moral conduct 
ofevery professing christian, and distinguish 
each follower of Christ from those who love the 
world and the vanities and honors thereof. It 
requires but a moderate share of sagacity to 
discover,that an anxiety to obtain the applause 
of men, the good things of this world, or to 
promote the interest of some favorite party, has 
usurped the place of that humble devotedness 
to Christ which did characterize the early dis- 
ciples of our divine Master, and which ever 
will distinguish real christians from selfish, sen- 
sorius, and bigoted professors. ‘To such an ex- 
tent does a love of the world and its honors 
prevail, that the essentials of religion are almost 
entirely neglected if not despised and forgotten. 
It therefore remains for those who trust in the 
living God, and believe in the impartiality of 
his infinite mercy, toteacl the world, that to 
follow Christ is to deny ungodliness and world- 
ly lusts, to visit the widows and fatherless in 
their affliction aad to keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world. 


“WESTERN RECORDER.” 

The paper known by the above title, and 

“¢ published under the -patronage, and for the 

benefit of the Western Eavcition Society, and 

Auburn Theological Seminary,” contains the 
following specimen of orthodox consistency. 

DEATH OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS. 

Even those who have lived without religion, 

have frequently been compelled in a dying hour 

to bear their testimony to its worth. An in- 

stance of this, Iam about torecord ; and if it 


should meet the ege of a careless, thoughtless 
sinner, may the divine blessing lead him to the 
consideration before ‘the evil day cqmeth 
when he shall say, that he hath no pleasure 
therein.” ; 

. “Mr. was a respectable: farmer in the 
parish of - He was honest sober and up- 
right. Regular in his attendance at church, he 
was willing to persuade himself that God requir- 
ed nothing further at his hands—and here he 
mistook morality and formality for religion. — 
A short time since as the farmer.was walking 








‘through his fields, he was attacked by a fierce 


bull, who gored him is such a dreadful manner 
that he was carried home for dead: He imme. 
diately sent for the clergyman ; and when he 
entered the room,the farmer addressed him to this 
effect,—* I have sent for you—but you can do 
meno good. All my life time I have been 
scraping for money, and I have got it; but 
what will it do for me now ? It won’t even buy 
me a drop of water tocool my flaming tongue 
inhell. This was all he could say, and he then 
entered upon “that bourne from whence no 
traveller returns.” 

Oh ! how lamentable is the consideration,that 
hundreds are daily dying under the same hope. 
less circumstances. 1 call them hopeless, for 
if “ there is none other name given under heay- 
en whereby we can besayed, butthe name of 
Jesus,” they must be without hope, who neg- 
lect the salvation of the Gospel. 

A money-getting spirit is a fearful feature of 
perdition ; for “ where the treasure’ is, there 
will the heart be also.” The Apostle tells us 
“ they that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown menin destruction and perdition.” 

The Lord grant that this awful Providence 
may speak effectually to the hearts of many ; 
and that my readers may participate iv the ben- 
efit, is my earnest prayer. 

SCRUTATOR. 

There is but little inthe above “ awful” sto- 
ry that requires our notice. One paragiaph, 
however, is entitled to a passing remark. ‘The 
writer gravely says, “ A money-getting spirit 
is a fearful feature of perdition ! Well, what 
is a “ money-getting spirit” but a spirit to get 
money ? Surely our good friends of the popu- 
lar faith will not personify such a spirit and 
call it a devil. No, it is, in plain English, an 
avaricious disposition which cid, without doubt 
exist in the heart of Mr. a respectable 
farmer in the parish of where the Rev. 
Parson has officiated for — years 
with signal success &c.! This * money-get- 
ting spiritis a fearful feature of perdition,” 
and of course, all those who have this spirit are 
in as fair a way to go to perdition, as those are 
who “mistake morality for religion!” And 
now, ye doctors of divinity, ye sticklers for 
missionaries, ye beggars for education societies, 
ye friends of theological seminaries, and lazy 

















jndigent youth, ye patrons of that. system’ of 
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insult to community as the above, without feel- 


_my humble estimation does him more credit 
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begging which has already drained the purses 
of thousands, ye great men who receive $3000 
a year, stand forth in your own defence ! You 
are accused of crying give, give, GIVE, more 
than any other men on earth ; of being rich and 
increased with goods; of being extortioners 
and oppressive in the exaction of your salaries ; 
and of having more money in your coffers than 
all the farmers who have mistaken morality for 
religion.in America! Stand forth, then, in 
your own defence, or q money-begging, money- 
loving, and money-getting priestheod will be 
taken at their word, and considered as having 
the mark of the beast in their forehead and the 
“* fearful features of perdition” hanging about 





their garments. POOR ROBERT. 
EXTRACT. 

*‘ The editors of the National Intelligencer, 
who have long been notorious for their opposi- 
tion to christian missions ; have at length be- 
come frightened, it seems, on the score of pop- 
ular opinion.” — Western Recorder. 

That man must be stupid in the highest de- 
gree, who can reac such an. open and glaring 


ing a glow of honest indignation at the impn- 
dence of those who can soberly utter such senti- 
ments in a‘land of liberty. The editors of the 
Intelligencer are “ frightened” into an acquies- 
cence with the schemes of orthodoxy! And 
las it come tv this? Are respectable editors to 
be driven into heaven, by the force of popular 
opinion ? And are the pious advocates of such 
measures satisfied with this kind of coersion ? 
If so, it is high time that an insulted cemmuni- 
ty should shake off their fetters and be free ! 
From the Guspel Luminary. 
MR. JEFFERSON’S PREAMBLE. 

As there is nothing more important in a state 
ihan the free enjoyment of religious opinions, 
without the interruption of legislative authorities; 
so in the smallest circles of society the enjay- 
ment of religious sentiments, without meeting 
with the frowns and censures of our neighbors, 
should be held equally sacred ; for upon this 
depends the peace and safety of man in the 
latter as well as the-former.. That this subject 
may be placed in as clear light before your rea- 
ders as it is possible forthe human mind to 
place it in, 1 send you'the Preamble to an Act 
for Religious Freedom, passed by the Virginia’ 
Legislature, the 16th Dec. 1785. It is the 
work of the great patriot Mr. Jefierson, and in 


than any thing else that ever came from his 
pen. Every sentence speaks for itself,—-and 
none can read it without feeling the force of ev- 
ery word. Here it.is. 

“ Whereas Almighty God hath created the 
mind free ; tlt all attempts to influence it by 
temporal punishments or by eivil;incapacitations 
tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and mean- 


ly Author of our religion, who being Lord both 
of the body and mind, yet chose not to propa- 
gate it by coercion on either, as was in his pow- 
er to do; that the impious presumption of legis- 
lators and rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, 
who being themselves but fallible and uninspir- 
ed men, have assumed dominion over the faith 
of others;. setting up their own opitiions and 
modes of thinking as the only true and infalli- 
ble, and as such endeavoring to impose them on 
others, hath established and” maintained false 
religions over the greatest part of the world, 
and through ‘all iime ; that to compel a man to 
furnish contributions of money for the propaga- 
tion of opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful 
and.tyrannical ; thateventhe forcing him to 
support this or that teacher of his own religious 
persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable 
liberty of giving his contributions to the _partic- 
ular pastor whose morals he would a 

pattern, and powers he feels most ‘persuasive to 
righteousness, and is withdrawing from the 
ministry those temporary rewards, which, pro- 
ceeding from an approbation of their personal 
conduct, are an additional incitement to earnest 
and unremitting labors for the instruction of 
mankind ; that our civil rights have no depen« 
dence on our religious opinions, any more than 
our opinions in physics or geometry ;_ that 
therefure the proscribing any citizen as unwor- 
thy the public coufidence by laying upon him 
an incapacity of being called to offices of trust 
and emolument, yniess he profess, or renounce, 
this or that religious opinion, is depriving him 
imperiously of those privileges and advantages, 
to which, in common with his fellow-citizens, 
he.bas a natural right ; and it tends only to cor- 
rupt the principles of that religion it is--meartt 
to encourage, by bribing with a monopoly of 
worldly honors aad emolument, those who will 
eternally profess and conform to it; that tho’ 
indeed these are criminal who do nog withstand 
such temptations, yet neither are those inno- 
cent who lay the bait in their way ; that to 
suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers 
into the field of opinion, and to restrain the 
profession or propagation of principles on sup- 
position of their ill tendency, is a dangerous 
fallacy, which at once destroys all religious lib- 
erty, because he being of course judge of that 
tendency, will make his opinions the rule of 
judgment, and approve or condemn the sentt- 
ments of others only as they shall square with 
or differ from his own ; that it is time enough 
for the rightful purposes of civil government, 
for its officers to interfere when principles break 
out into overt acts against peace and good or- 
der ; and finally, that truth is great and will 
prevail if left to herself ; that she is the proper 
apd sufficent antagonist to error, and has noth- 
ing to fear from the conflict, unless by human 
interposition disarmed of her natural weapons, 
free argument and debate, errors ceasing to be 
.dangerous when it is permitted freely to con- 





ness, and a departure from the plan of the Ho- 


tradict them.” 
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This is the preamble. The act I do not con- 
ceive worth while tosend. If you can get the 
Va. Revised Code, I would have you do so,— 
this is a bad copy, but as good a ane as I can 
afford to send. If you do not view it in the 
same light that I do, you will at least give me 
ctedit for some zeal in favor of the principle. 


FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
CHURCH DIGNITARIES. 
We have, in former numbers of this work, 


said something of the pride and extravagance 
of the prominent membets of the Episcopal 


. Chuch in this city. When the Bishop, with 


his titles, left New-York, and during his visit 
at Rome, we noticed the events. Now the 
Bishop is returned from his foreign tour. He 
has been received in high style, and conducted 
to his “ new and elegant dwelling which has 
been prepared for him during his ab- 
sence.” 

A priest of the denomination of this elegant 
Bishop, has published, in this city, (receutly,) 
a pamphlet, which is stupidly offered the pub- 
lic as a complete refutation of the doctrine of 
the salvation of all men. We have rot read 
the book ; but learu that the stale objection of 
“the licentious tendency of Universalism,” is 
harped, as usual, If these good. pecp'e would 
first pull the beam out of their own eye, we think 
they could see more clearly the mote io their 
brother’s eye. : 

Religion ! religion ! religion! is the cry. 
These Universalists are irreligious. ‘Their doc- 
trine will, if tolerated and promulgated, sap the 
foundation of “ our holy religion.” Well, gen- 
tlemen, so be it, and the sooner your “ holy re- 
gion” is “ turned topsy turvy,” and the reli- 
gion of the meek and lowly Jesus substituted in 
its stead, the better. There is cause for alarm. 
Sound thetocsin—blow the trumpet—ve lovers 
of cash and fat livings. Ye who prefer titles, 
diplomas, and elegant dwellings, and sigh for 
greetings in the markets, and love the upper- 
most seats, “* cry aloud and spare not.” But, 
remember, if you “show the people their trans- 
gressions,” and the multitude of “ their sins,” 
you must show them the transgression of fatten- 
ing priests, and pampering théir extravagance, 
while the widow, and the fatherless, the poor 
and needy are suffered to pine in miserable in- 
digence and obscurity. You must show them 
the sin of Sodom. You must tell them that 
‘* pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idle- 
ness are in them and their daughters ;” and de- 
clare unto them, that they do “ not strengthen 
the hands of the poorand needy.” (See Ezek. 
xvi. 48—50 ; Isa. lviii. 1—7.) More than} 
this. You must yourselves come in for a share 
of pride, idleness, fulness of bread, and neglect 
of the poor and needy. 

This is the beam in your eye. ‘Pull it out. 
Tis a mere mote you are contending for. The 


door. Your system of church disciplihe, incly- 
ding your cash appropriations, is a reproach to 
the christian name and character. You know, 
too well, that extravagance has marked your 
religious career ; and that you have expended 
vast sums from your overgrown coflers, to sup- 
port your pride and ascendency as a sect, in de- 
fiance of the commands and solemn injunctions 
of Jesus Christ, without regard to, or solicitude 
for, “‘the poor and needy !” You have had 
your reward. ‘The prond, the idle, and the un- 
merciful, will approve and countenance that re- 
ligion which tolerates by high handed example, 
pride, idlencss, and cruelty / It is in vain to 
shield yourselves with diplomas and titles. 
The panoply of truth and justice which covered 
the head of “the man of sorrows,” and his la- 
borious and abstemious followers, | is beyond 
your reach. Truthis sharp. The stone cut 
without hands from the mountain is ponderous, 
and will grind the head to powder when it falls 
upon it. 

Religion is asacred name. We veneiate its 
humble founder, whose example has gilded with 
imperishable glory the page of Holy Writ, and 
will burn the pretensions of false worshippers to 
ashes. Religion, what is it ? It is to ijove the 
praise of God, and not the praise of man. It 
‘is to use the world, and not abuse it, for the 
| fashion thereof is passing away. It is * to visit 
the fatherless and widows in thei: affliction, to 
keep one’s self unspotted from the world.”— 
The contrary of this, call it Episcopacy, or 
whatever you may please, is licentiousness, ir- 
religion, and is hateful in the eyes of a God of 
‘love. If Universalism tolerates, and promul-— 
' gates doctrines contrary to this pure religion be- 
fore God, even the Father, convince us of it, and 
our hands shall be raised to away with it and 
| caseramnnane it fiom the earth. And whatever 
' doctrine, by whatever name it shall be called, 
: which contradicts, or subverts this pure religion, 
we will, with God’s assistance, strive to con- 
demn, and destroy it from among the nations of 
the earth. 

Reader, if you think the above rather harsh, 
or something too plain and unvarnished, exer- 
cise a little more patience than ordinary, and 
proceed ; but do not view the following as an 
apology, only as a farther explanation of the 
writer’s sentiments. 

There are various religions in this world, e- 
ven in Christendom ; and, however the profes 
sions of mankind may assimilate in certain fea- 
tures, there is an astonishing diversity of opin- 
ion among people professing Christianity, anu. 
a belief in the same Divine revelation. But, 
reader, when the rules are reduced to practice, 
“then comes the rub.” The Calvinist, Hop- 
kinsian, Arminian, and Universalist, may all 
pass in review, and each proclaim the superior- 
ity of his religion. Every sect, if permitted to 
decide, will give a verdict in their own favor ; 
and pronounce a disqualifying sentence on their 











tiansgression, the crying sin, lies at your own 


heretical neighbors. “In this confused state of 
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opinions on religion, how shall the humble, sing | ef, a Universalist is not so great a fool as to dis- 
cere man of every religious sect determine for + qualify him altogether from judging, aud deci- 


hiniself ? Who shall be umpire? The Calvinist 
condemns the Hopkinsian and the Arminian.— | 
The Hopkinsian condemns the Arminian, and 
pretends to genuine and consistent Calvinism, 
accusing the professed Calvinist of ignorance. 
The Arminian condemns both, and would pre- ' 
fer Universalism ; while the whole trio fall pell 
mell upon the poor-Universalist, and will allow 
him no quarter. ‘hese facts, therefore, must 
convince the honest, candid man, that the mere 
pretensions of the whole religious world togeth- 
er, do not weigh a feather in settling the grand 
dispute between truth and esror. There must 
be a criterion distinct from the creeds, profes- 
sions, and pretensions of ,men. Shall that test 
be the pure unadulterated Scriptures of truth ? 
If you answer io the affirmative, the judgment is 
ready, and the test infallible. 

What is religion ? The Calvinist says, it is 
the creed of his Church. LEvery class of reli- 
gionists comes forward with the same preten- 
sion in favor of his particular sect. We must 
make our exception here, however, the Univer- 
salist has no relizion 5 this has been decided by 
au almust unanimous vote of the religious world. 
The Universalist, then, is altogether out of the 
question, his pretensions not being worth a far- 
thing. ‘The residué of the religious. world have 
religion. What is religion ? 

Ans. ‘The teligious man is a believer. Ve- 
ry vell. What does the religious man believe ? 
Why, if a Calvinist, he believes in Calvinism, 
and so on tothe end of the chapter of denomin- 
ations. Now, we are as far from the truth as at 
the onset; for religion cannot be thai many col- 
ored monster which has kept the world in an 
uproar for centuries. ‘The religious man prays. 
So did that generation of vipers, whom Christ 
stiginatized by exposmg their true characters. | 
Alas ! for religious men, if they are to be judg- 
ed by their own prayers. What are they? or 
what is a religious man? Ans. A man who 
does those things he ought not todo; and leaves | 
undone those things which it is his duty to do. 
Surely, a Universalist, however disqualified to 
come forward with his own pretensions, will be . 
permitted to weigh the pretensions of others.— ! 
We allow the religious world to exercise and— 
possess great pretensions to religion, as it is call- 
ed, claiming the privilege of estimating their re- , 
ligion according to the evidence we obtain from , 
their own confessions. 

The question is settled in‘a moment, py a re- 
ference to the Scriptares. ‘The man who visits | 








ding too, that pampering proud, dignified cler- 
gymen, is not feeding the fatherless. E-xpend- 
ing enormous sums in building fashionable and 
stylish Churches, is not visiting the widow in 
her affliction. And giving one’s money for the 
various popular schemes set on foot by titled 
men, is not strengthening the hands of the cler- 


| ZY, is religion, there are many who are religious 


men. 

Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world, went 
about doing good. We have no account of his 
conferring so much as one diploma on any of his 


followers. He never authorized any of them to ° 


assume titles, nor to court and receive the ap- 
plause of men, and hunger and thirst after 
riches. ‘ 

We have already extended this article beyond 
what we contemplated, and will only request 


the reader to observe a very important disting- 
tion in future, relative to religion. There is the 


religion of Christ, which is pure and undefiled. 
There is, also, the religion of a later date, which 
may now be called the religion of priests.— 
Christ’s religion had for its object the good of 
the poor and needy. The religion of priests, 
has for its object the good of priests. We con- 
fess, that we Universalists have no religion.— 
We go farther, we do not wantdny We mean 
modern religion. For, lamentable as the truth 
may appear, it is a truth that modern priests 
will consiga to an endless hell, (of their own 
making,) the follower of Christ’s-religion, and 
promise salvation to the man who will pamper 
their pride, and administer to their extravagance, 
to the atter disregard of the pour and needy.— 
We hope (especiaily and exclusively,) for these 
gentlemen’s sakes, that their story about Hell is 
not true ! 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 
REPENTANCE. ; 

Repentance is a christian exercise that is ex- 
plicitiy taught in the scriptures and constantly 
recommended to our practise and attention — 
But, notwithstanding, it is the subject of much 
discourse, its nature, it is believed, is but little 
understood. There are many, who imaginethat 
repentance consists in subjecting the body to 
great pains, inconveniences, and deprivations, 
for the mortification of the flesh : hence, many 
fast often, and appoint certain days “to afilict 
their soul and bow down their head like a bull- 
rush.” Others think’ that repentance consists 
in a sotrow for the past, and a determination 


the fatherless, the widow, or, in other words, | that their future conduct shall be “ as it becom- 
strengthens the hands of the poor and needy, | eth the gospel of Christ.” But all this falls far 
and keeps bimself unspotted from the world, is | short of genuine repentance, unless that deter- 
a religious man. His belief, whether it is in the ; mination be carried into effect. We may ex- 
salvation of the whole, or only a part of man- |‘press a thousand wishes that we had not indul- 
kind, is another consideration. Gud only | ged in vicious practices, and as maby determin- 
knows, for he alone can search the heart, and ‘ ations that we will reforms, and all to no purpose, 
try the reins of the children of men, who are tru-{ unless there be a practical turning away from 
Ty religious, and who are hypocrites. But,read- | our sins, and an aversion to them as heinous. 
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action is not repentance ; for we are told in 
** Godly sorrow worketh repentance unto life, 

but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”— 
By which we learn that sorrow isthe cause, and 
repentance the effect.. This repentance implies 
a change of conduct for the better, which is pro- 
duced by godly sorrow for the past ; the effect 
of which is moral life. But sorrow for any 
crime, simply because it gives us pain, or expo- 
ses us to punishment, only “ worketh death,” or 
is an evidence of our condemnation. Thus. to 
repent of our sins is to forsake them and pursue 
a virtuous course. It does not consist ina con- 


in a profession of a change of heart.and an a- 
version to sin and a love of holiness ; but, ‘in 
breaking off our sins by righteousness, and oar 
iniquities by turning unto the Lord.” St. Paul 
says, “ The times of this ignorance God wink- 
ed at, but now he commandetl all. men every 
where to repent.” The repentance here enfor- 
ced is a change of faith and practice. The peo- 
ple, being “ wholly given to idolatry,” were call- 
ed upon to repent, by casting away their graven 
images ; and by believing ih, and serving, the 
only living and true God. This exhortation of 
the apostle, is very applicable to the religious 
world in the present day. How many absurd 
ceremonies, contradictory systems of religion, 
cud false notions of the character of their heav- 
enly Father are extant in the world! Whota 
wide field is here presented for the exercise of 
spiritual repentence and reformation ! All men 
are now called upon to “ testify repentance to- 
ward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” by forsaking their sius, renouncing 
their errors, and changing their practices. 
In this sense, St. Paul repented of his phari- 
saical righteousness and false doctrines, when 
he was separated from his ‘ mother’s womb,” 
for Jewish Church) and called by the grace of 
God to be an apostle of the Gentiles. He says, 
‘those things that were gain to me I counted 
loss for Christ,” &c. He alludes to his birth, 
for he was “an Hebrew of the Hebrews ;” and 
to his education and attainments, for he was 
bred strictly a “ pharisee,® and “touching the 
righteousness which is in the law blameless.” — 
All these things he accounted nothing that he 
might know Christ, “and have on bis right- 
cousness,” even; “ the righteousness which is of 
God by fa:th.” Let every pharisee go and do 
likewise. Thus it appears that the scripture 
signification of repentance is a change of faith 
orafpractice. _Thesepentance of God, so often 
mentioned in scripture, means no more than a 
change in his visible dispensations. He is not 
susceptible of grief or sorrow 3 although it is 
said, “* They grieved God in the desert, and 
limited the Holy One of Israel 5”’ and, * that if 
repented him-that he made man,” &c, 
We read, God isnot man that he should lie, 
nor the son of man thathe should repent.— 
There was a great change in God’s dealings 





+ 


Thus, it will be perceived that sorrow for any [with the Antediluvians : whereas he had:-given 


them life and all the blessings they enjoyed, he 
deprived them of the same and gave them death, 
This change is called repentance, and the lan. 
guage is adopted to the capacity of the people 
of that age, and shows that mankind have liken. 
ed God to themselves, and supposed that he js 
changeable and alternately pleased and displeas. 
ed with his creatures, whereas, “he is of one mind 
and none can turn him.” Agreeable to this ex. 
planation of repentance, it is said, that “ Esay 
found no place of repentance though he sought 
it carefally with tears.” The meaning of the 
passage is, he found no way to change his con- 
dition, or regain the birthright which he had 
sold for one morsel of meat, though he sought 
to effect it carefully with tears. Notwithstand- 


‘ing his condition was ynalterable and the prom- 


ise descended through the seed of Jacob, yet 
Esau, who experienced great grief and “lifted 
his voice and wept,” had the promise of as great 
temporal blessings as his brother Jacob. Al- 
though Esan wept bitterly, yet he found no 
place of repentance, by which we again learn 
that great sorrow or grief is not repentance.— 
The repentance of Judas is another case in 
point. We read, “ Then Judas, which had be- 
trayed him, when he saw that he was condemn- 
ed, repented himself, and brought again the 
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and el- 
ders, saying, “ I have sinned, in that I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood.” Here is not only a 
confession of guilt, but a change of conduct in 
actually restoring the price of innocent blood. 
By the grief and surprise of Judas, when he saw 
that Christ was condemned, and the confession 
that Jesus was innocent, it is evident that he 
never intended that Jesus shou!d have been con- 
demned to the cross and literally executed.— 
Now if grief ve any proof of repentance, Judas 
was greatly exercised the,eby ; if the restoration 
of ill-gotten property be any evidence, the case 
of Judas affords this evidence. It is supposed 
that Judas committed suicide, and therefore, that 
his condition is remediless. But as the act it- 
self (admitting the supposition of self murder 
correct) is an evidence of insanity, aad, insanity 
is not a crime, we should recollect that the scrip- 
tures are entirely silent as to any punishment 
for those who are left to perform that fatal act. 
One thing is evident—Judas gave setter proof 
of sepentance than many persons do, whio are 
pronounced hopefully converted ; who having 
wronged the widow and fatherless of their right, 
and defrauded the hireling of his wages, and at'- 
sen to eminence and wealth on the ruins of oth- 
ers, come out and make a public profession of 
religion, confessing their past guilt and promis- 
ing to reforta ; but never think of making r¢st'- 
tution to those they have wronged:or injured. 
Indeed, a proféssion and confession settle all 
accounts with their consciences and fellow-men 
and hide'a multitude of faults. Our Saviour 
says, “ By their fruits ye shall know them,’ by 
which we leatn that the actions are the only 
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sure evidence of any change of disposition.— 
When we see a person making restitution to 
those he has injured,forsaking his former vicious 
habits, and doing to others as: he would be done 
unto, we may pronounce him hopefully convert- 


ed, and a penitent indeed. Finally, we are in- | 


formed that the goodness of God leadeth to re- 
pentance, and that we love him because he first 
loved us. ‘Thus it is evident that the wrath of 
God can only lead to impenitence, and that ha- 
tred begets hatred.. Let us then not only love 
and repent in word and profession, but in deed 
and in truth: and as the constant recipients of 
the bounty and goodness of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, ever aim at the feeble returns of gratitude 
which we only can make, “ in doing justly lov- 


ing mercy, and walking humbly before him-” 
K.: H**e?, 
EXTRACT , * 

From “ Dr.” Griffin’s Address before the 
American Education Society. 

“If Christ could part with bis bloodand life, 
for our salvation, shall we think it too much to 
give our paltry pelf, for the salvation of his mem- 
bers? [by educating young men for the minis- 
try.} And consider that every cent we call 
our own, came from his hands—came marked 
with the price of his blood. And shall we with- 
hold from him what [money] he purchased for 
us by his blood, and freely bestowed? For 
what did he give it to us but to demand it a- 
gain ? {to prepare young men for the priest- 
hood, &c.| What but to try us by an experi- 


inent the most decisive? And if, under these 


solemn circumstances, we will not return to him 
the blood-marked coin, what an awful ex- 
- hibition of ingratitude, idolatry, and rebellion ? 
Show me.the tribute money.—W hose blood and 
supersciption is it? A voice from heaven an- 
swers, CHRIST’S. I charge you then, by the 
living God, to give unto Christ the things 
that are Christ’s.” 

What boid language aud daring impiety are 
employed to get money to’raise up a numerous 
‘and mercenary priesthood. Think ye, that e- 
ven one of all the numerous priests trained up 
in Theological Seminaries, will ever tread in 
the footsteps of the apostles—will ever preach 
the Gospel freely, without money and without 
price? Notone. Nor does this “ Dr.” Griffin 
intend that they should do so. It would ruin 
the trade, and nothing would give him greater 
offence. Some years ago, an agreément was 
entered into among the priests, not far from 
where “ Dr.” Griffin is now situated (Berkshire 
county, Mass.) that they would ordain no one 
to be a priest who would not pledge himself in 
no case to preach for less than 600 dollars a 
year. Is it by such measures as these that the 
world is to be christianized and evangelized 
and all nations be brought to see the saivation 
of God? It is on the representation and at the 
call of our modern priests, that we are to give 
all we have into their hands, to make more priests 


of the same stafip with themselves? ‘Those 
who can be so blind and ignorant as to sup- 
pose it their,duty to- do this, are no less ob- 
jects of pity and commiseration than the pa- 
gans of Hindostan. * 
The Christian Intelligencer, on this part of 

Dr.” Griffin’s Address, remarks :— 
' The Doctor would have us believe, that ev- 
ery cent bears the price of a Saviour’s blood. 
i Yes, that Christ requires us, under infinite per- 
‘alties, to return every cent to him, through the 
| hands of education and missionary merchants. 
'Butstop! Let us inquire,—Does notthe Doc- 
tor withhoid a few cents, nay several thousand 
dollars, of the blood-marked coin? [If the a- 
bove doctrine be true, what will become of all 
the pious inthe solemn day of accounts? How 
many of them, let us be told, give up every cent 
to religious purposes? Do our clergymen rent 
out their costly mansions, which are as palaces, 
and tabernacle in huts or humble dwellings 
that they may bestow ther income to salvation 
purposes? Do they render to Christ every 
blood-marked cent, in compliance with the sol- 
ems charge, above quoted. Do they but 
we forbear. We will not be overcome by the 
temptation presented, and go to such lengths as 
fair reasonig would justify us in doing. ‘These 
intimations will be sufficient for al! who are ca- 
pable of viewing the subject impartially.” 








FROM TBE GOSPLL LUMINARY. 
CHURCH AND STATE. 


We confess, that in commencing the Gospel Lu- 
minary, we did not apprehend so much danger from 
efforts to establish a Church and State Religion in 
this country, as we are at present compelledto. But 
in viewing the figure cut by various societies estab- 





“ religions,” we are irresistibly led to apprehend the 
period, not far distant, when open and violent efforts 
will be made to unite church and state together, even 
in thisccuntry. This object, with its various branct.- 
es, has for years been gradually tending towards its 
ultimate ¢nd. Much has been said about sending 
missionaries to christianize the heathen; and the ed- 
ucation of young men, to fit them for the ministry. — 
For these ‘objects eve millions of dollars have been 
expended, anf what has been accomplished? It is. 
really to be feared, that in many places where such 
missionaries have been sent, that there is now a less 
willingness to hear the plain simple gospel, than there 
was before they obtraded themselves. ‘The reason 
is obvious; the plan is rotten at the bottom, and 18 
priocipally based on money, Missionary obtruders 
would probably be less by fifty pes cent was the root 
of all evil withheld from them in that ratio. There 
are at present too many efforts to support missionary 
gentility; and it is to be feared, that frequently more 
of the gentleman is sent to missionate, than there is of 
the self-denying christian. Human embellishments 
can never constitute a knowledge of the way to ever- 
lasting life; nor qualify a man to teach it. Give us 
poor fishermen, or despised tax-gatherers; if the 
Lord sends them, and they have the word of his grace 
in their souls, they will do more good than all the 
= -cut missionaries that could stand between Dan 

In addition to the present missionary system, a.na- 
tional engine of power has been erected in New-York 





lished in our country, under the imposing name of* 
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city. castamped with ihe title 6@ ‘National Tract) 2d. Live econamical in your family, |i 

: Reersttee alt: Age , , ". ike 
Society.” This combination is made up of Presbyicri- good farmer or mechanic. When ae ide 
ans, Baptists, Episcopalians, and Methoulists, assocta-/ py, nrrived tu kitlenrre of stenetf ht 


ted together. The plan, however. appears to have a heir liv} aX hei — 
been set on foot by the Presbyterians, as an overt ad. j 8° earn their living, be sure their learning IS @. 


vance of theirs towards 2 wational religion. The | qualto their age; then either employ them 
other orders in their enlistment into tis fraternity, {| Steadily at home, at some useful business—ij¢ 
appear to have been rather hoodwinked. A circular | daughters, such as house work, spinning, weay. 
is now passing through different parts of our country, | ing, knitting, sewing, &c. or if sons and th 

said to be sent out by the Presbyterians, praising the | means is not in your own power placl ‘ e 
liberality of those sects towards each other, in umting 1a vised datidishte: ‘wi h vereen 
their strength together in the natiunal combination ; | 28 308 WoUle Your Caugiters, with some indus. 
recommending, fursooth, the establishment of a na-} MOUs farmer or mechanic of good moral char. 
tional creed, and an amalgamation of sentiments.— | 4Cter, who never puts off until to-morrow what 
This is at once letting us know what they are about. | might as well be done to-day > and when they 
This circular expresses the desire to have but cne}come home on visits, if their clothing is but 
form of religion, which must be national; the mois-| barely comfortable and decent, and their coun- 
ters of which must be educated and paid by the gen- tenances bespeak health and activity, turn a 


eral government. The clergy are to adopt a * ta- seat hei lai : 
tional costume.” which is to be solemn and imposing, | @®@! ear to their complaints respecting fine 


and such as will secure the sacerdotal character that | Clothes and food, and advise them not to be 
reverence which is due to it. ‘ proud and difficult. 

Such are the cbjccts had in view by the most lead-|_ 3d. Let your table be plain and living mod- 
ing party in the National Tract Society; and such | erate, on good *wholesome food ; bring yout 
are the plans on foot at the present day, for the estab- | 5) netite to relish it, as being preferable to dain- 
lishment ofa national religion. We rejoice, huwev- ti Avoid th ? fi icisteee i : 
er, to learn, that some of the other sects are not wil- | "®S- 4 Vold the use of intoxicating liquor, and 
ling to be thus duped, vor to sacrifice their rights at | EXCessive exercise of every kind. Encourage 
the shrine of the priestly ambition of the Presbyterian | hgme manufactures, by being clad with it, as 
clergy. The Methodists were never fuily satisfied | example is better than precept for your children 
with the plan on which the National Tract Society | and others ; and your Physician’s bill will be 


was apenas ce! wae thep 4 Hace “tg nt bats very trifling, if he is only called for when actu- 
Opens 208 HINT JOR a the FENN, SOS BAVC) atte eceusaty. , 


sounded the alarm trumpet. The Columbian Star =e / ; 

says, “ there may be more reasonto apprehend a pow- | dth. As for hireling priests, teach your chil- 
erful effort, at no distant day, to establish a national | drea from their infancy the impropriety of pla- 
religion in this country, thamwe are accustomed to|cing confidence in them. Read to and tell 
suppose.” This is indeed a word in season. Let the | them the evils they have produced, from the 
pave mine _ talaga a et 1 rset a first one we have an account of in the scrip- 

y to civil and religious liberty, openly protesi agains he z ; , 

dhs achatiovel pace Let the heralds of a free |‘UeS, which was hired by Micah at Mount 
gospel proclaim the sound of liberty, long and loud. Ephraim, and consecrated his priest, and fur- 
Let the slumbering energies of the Church be arous- | Dished with images made of stolen money to as- 
ed, never to bow their necks to ecclesiastical bon- | sist him in his worship ; and went off with the 


dage. God save the republic of Ame:ica from reli- Danites the first opportunity that offered, and 






































































PoE ereenes, ead polealy eperpaticn: took his gods with him, being delighted with 
the prospect of more honer and emolument, and 
From the Dutchess Observer. | left poor Micah to mourn his loss, if ofe it was. 


Mr. Barnum.—Observing lately in your pa- Endeavor to convince them that true religion 
pera premium offered, fer the best plan for a cay never be made a trade of by human art ; 
merchant to keep his well assorted stuck of perhaps this will conyince them and yoursell 
goods, which in short must be a good stock, re- too, that such money. might be much better. 
plenished, support bis family and pay this Phy- enjdoyel In silteting nite rahe 
sician, Priest, School Master and Printer, with. ang fatherless. And endeavor to turn your and 
out being under the necessity of dunning his (heir serious attention to a safer source for in- 
customers; I have ventured to give my advice formation, where a wayfaring man, though ig- 
to himse!f and children, (at which I am much norant, need not err ; for it is written, he will 
more apt and expert than to take, even that teach his people himself 
which is better,) without expecting the premium) 54h, By attending ai’ tie foregoing advice, 
unless it meets the approbation of the enquirer, your Schoo] Masters and Printers, Tailors» and 
as there is no rule pointed out whereby the best Painters, and all other Merchants, Farmers and 
plan devised shall be known or admitted. Mechanics, will be easily paid, and have mon- 

ist. I presume the, well assorted stock of oy on hand to purchase every necessary article 
goods laid in at a fair price are paid for, OF at Qitout giving ne begging a credit. 
least ought to be, then adda moderate profit ' HONESTY UNPOPULAR. 
and se!l for cash or barter equal thereto ; which | 
will save the expense of blotter, day-book, ledg- | ey od 
er, writing-desk, book-case, and clerk hire, to-’ PP yg ess 7 Nee ee Arey aan ors Sage 

. gether with the time spent in- making entries, correspondents will have patience. *< Reason and 
transferring, examining, pusting, making out Truth in Co.” would confer a favor by continuing his 
bills, accounts current, &c. &c. correspondence—we hope to hear from him agai. 








